1. IV:1: The ninth of Ab [M. 1:4E]: R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Hiyya 
bar Ba:”It is reasonable that one should fast on the tenth of that month 
[of Ab], because on that day the Temple was burned. And why is it 
that the fast is on the ninth? For it was on that day that the punishment 
[of Israel] got underway.” And so it has been taught: On the seventh 
[of Ab] they entered [the Temple]. On the eighth they battered it down, 
on the ninth they set fire to it, and on the tenth it burned down. 


[E] THE FESTAL-OFFERING [Deut. 16:16-17]: 


1. V:1: One verse of Scripture says, “You shall keep the feast of harvest, 
of the first fruits of your labor, [of what you sow in the field. You shall 
keep the feast of in gathering at the end of the year, when you gather in 
from the field the fruit of your labor”] (Ex. 23.16). And another verse 
of Scripture states, “[And you shall make proclamation on the same 
day; you shall hold a holy convocation;] you shall do no laborious 
work; [it is a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your 
generations” ] (Lev. 23:21). Said R. Haninah, “Lo, how are these two 
verses of Scripture t be carried out? When the festival falls on a 
weekday, you prepare a festal-offering and enjoy rest. When the 
festival falls on the Sabbath, on the next day you prepare the festal- 
offering and the harvest [grain].” 


[F] AND THE GREAT ASSEMBLING [Deut. 31:10-13] 


1. VI:1: [As to M. I:4E, the great assembling:] R. Ba son of R. Hiyya bar 
Ba said, “It is because of the sounding of the Shofar [which takes place 
on that occasion].” R. Isaac b. R. Hiyya said, “It is because [they have 
to build a platform.”\ 


2. VI:2: [With reference to Y. Ta. 2:12 (M. Tan. 2:8): Any day 
concerning which it is written in the Scroll of Fasting that “None may 
mourn,” it also is forbidden to mourn on the day before, but it is 
permitted on the following day. Where it is written, “None may fast, “ 
it is permitted to fast both the day before and on the following day:] 
This statement of the Mishnah represents the view of R. Meir. For R. 
Meir has said, “If it is written, ‘not to mourn,’ it is forbidden also to 
fast. If it is written, ‘not to fast,’ it is permitted to mourn. “If it does 
not specify, the meaning is not to fast.” 


[G] THEY POSTPONE BUT DO NOT ADVANCE. EVEN THOUGH THEY HAVE SAID, THEY 
ADVANCE AND THEY DO NOT POSTPONE [THE READING OF THE SCROLL OF 
ESTHER], [ON THE DAYS ON WHICH THEY READ THE SCROLL OF ESTHER] THEY 
ARE PERMITTED TO HOLD A LAMENTATION FOR THE DEAD, TO CALL FASTS! 


